An R-7 Catholic School acknowledging the first peoples of the Murray and Mallee.
Our school is located on Erawirung country.

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Students,
I would like to start by reitera ng my thanks to you for your support in following the COVID
restric ons the school has in place. I appreciate this is not the preferred model for families but
equally, it is not the preferred model for staﬀ. If we place each and every child at the centre of
the thinking around following these restric ons, it is clear to see that we are priori sing the
safety, health and well being of the children in our care, over what we would prefer.
My hope is that restric ons will change in the near future but for the me being, the restric ons
need to con nue. As always, feel welcome to catch up with me if you have any ques ons
around this. I appreciate that all schools may not be implemen ng the restric ons as closely as
we are but we are also known for our excep onal care and support for children and going the
extra mile. Again, the safety of your child, is very important to the school.
This week we celebrated the Feast of Mary MacKillop. The life of Mary lives strongly in our
school and is the founda on of how we work with students. In some reading that I engaged
with last week, I was reminded of how much she gave to others and Mary soon learnt that she
also had to take care of herself to be able to sustain her ministry. O*en, I will say ‘that nothing
is accidental’, this proves to be true even when I am unsure at ﬁrst. This reading aﬃrmed my
decision to access some long service leave.
St Joseph’s School, Barmera holds a very special place in my heart, and it would be clear that I
am absolutely proud to be the Principal of the school. For some people, they would also be
aware of how much me I spend at school… it’s one of the traps when you love what you do
and you live so close. Slowing down and recharging can be diﬃcult for me. In my reﬂec on, I am
accessing some long service leave to sustain myself in my role as Principal. In Mary’s wisdom,
she was proac ve and took care of herself before she was exhausted. I’m not saying I am as
wise as Mary but my decision is deﬁnitely a proac ve one.
I always know the school is in safe hands as there is so much leadership capacity that exists each
and every day. I am also pleased to announce that Ms Frankie Roberts will be the Principal in my
absence. Frankie will be an excellent ﬁt into the school and her beliefs and values align with
how we care and cater for students. All going well, Frankie will be at the school towards the end
of Week 7 as we hand over for her three weeks.
I can not believe how quickly me is moving. My brain has begun to shi* to 2022 planning. This
means, I am looking at our classroom structures, staﬃng, learning environments and more. I
have already begun conversa ons with their inten ons for 2022. I have also begun
conversa ons with the Kindergarten about transi on for children. Our student enrolment
con nues to look healthy for 2022. If you are aware of any family considering enrolling their
child into our school, can you please encourage them to make contact. Though we
accommodate enrolments at any me well, from a planning point of view, the sooner I know
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From the Principal con nued . . . .
our student enrolment, the more helpful it is for planning.
Our new Nature Play area has been welcomed by students and well used. Interes ngly, the strip seems
wider than it previously was.
Again, thank you for your support.
Have a great weekend.

Mr Lee Abela

Term Dates
For 2021
Term 1
27 Jan - 9 April
Term 2
27 April - 2 July
Term 3
19 July - 24 Sept
Term 4
11 Oct - 10 Dec

Happy
Birthday
to . . .
14/08 : Brooklyn
Shepherd
17/08 : Carmelo
Abela

Religious Iden ty + Mission
On Sunday the 8th of August, the Catholic community celebrated the feast day of St Mary of the Cross
MacKillop. As a school, we celebrated this on Monday. St Mary MacKillop is a signiﬁcant ﬁgure in the St
Joseph’s School Barmera community, and in many school communi es around regional South Australia
and the country. In a school se@ng, it can some mes be challenging for students to relate to or resonate
with the story of Jesus of Nazareth. This is mainly because Jesus lived over 2000 years ago. St Mary
MacKillop was born in Melbourne in 1842. Born into a family with seven siblings, Mary was home
schooled by her parents and moved to Penola, located in the southeast of South Australia, at age 18 to
work as a Governess for the children of her aunt and uncle. In Penola, she met Father Tenison Woods
and together they shared a dream that Catholic educa on could be available to all students, par cularly
those who came from poor families or had less opportunity. Together, they formed the sisters of Saint
Joseph, and founded many schools around Adelaide, regional South Australia and interstate. Our school
is one of those schools. When we think about the work of Mary MacKillop, someone who lived in South
Australia in the 19th and 20th century, we cannot forget that she was doing the work of Jesus almost 19
centuries a*er Jesus walked the earth. This is why she is such an inspiring ﬁgure and has been canonised
as Australia’s ﬁrst saint!
As a school staﬀ we have travelled along the journey of St Mary MacKillop through our staﬀ retreats. We
have walked the road from Wilmington to S rling North as Mary once did to visit Sister Laurencia; We
have visited Penola where Mary started the ﬁrst stable school; We have been to the church where Mary
was excommunicated in Adelaide; and we have visited Mary MacKillop place in Sydney where Mary’s
tomb is located. All of these retreats have helped us, as a staﬀ, bring aspects of Mary’s journey to life in
our school.
Some common Mary MacKillop quotes that we use in our community are, “Never see a need without
doing something about it” and, more recently, “We must teach more by example than by word”. Both of
these quotes help our students to make connec ons to social jus ce, and to helping out others who
cannot help themselves.
On Monday, it was wonderful to see the Middle Years class assist the Early Years PeJy class with running
the Mary MacKillop Day Liturgy. Miss PeJy did a fantas c job in leading the Liturgy, along with Mrs Pride.
A*er the Liturgy, students broke into their House Teams and par cipated in Mary MacKillop themed
ac vity sta ons un l the end of the day. The feedback I received from staﬀ was how posi vely the
students from diﬀerent year levels interacted with and assisted each other throughout the day. A true
example of the quote, “We must teach more by example than by word”. As a school, we always talk
about students helping one another, and it was great that students were able to ac on this so
successfully.

19/08 : Michelle
Passmore

As I men oned in the previous newsleJer, there are some important events on the Religious calendar
that are coming up this term. The next big event coming up is the sacrament of Conﬁrma on on Sunday
the 19th of September. We will be celebra ng this event with a 6:00pm mass at the Church. Informa on
regarding Conﬁrma on sessions and candidates will be sent out to families in the next week.

20/08 : Logan
Stark

Thank you and God bless,

Mr MaJ Min
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Student Learning and Wellbeing - Literacy
As a school we are excited to inform families that we have begun the implementa on of
a new literacy program, PLD. PLD is an evidence-based approach to reading, advoca ng
that children’s literacy and learning outcomes are maximised when the areas of Literacy,
Oral Language and Movement & Motor skills are simultaneously targeted. The program,
wriJen by Diana Rigg who has extensive experience as a Classroom Teacher, Specialist
Literacy Teacher and Speech Pathologist, is designed to help translate the latest research
from around the world into quality classroom prac ce.
We have invested in ensuring that all staﬀ are trained and well equipped to implement
this new program across the school. Literacy involves more than just words on a page. To
be truly literate students need to be able to speak well, interpret what they’re hearing,
and transfer all of this informa on into wriJen language.
What this might mean for you as parent, par cularly those with children in the Early
Years, is that you might no ce some small, subtle, but highly signiﬁcant, changes to our
current program implementa on in areas such as sight word development and home
reading.
Screening/Grouping
Central to achieving consistency across the school each term teachers will be screening
of all their students, to determine the star ng point for the phonics program. PLD word
study works in 6 stages, students par cipate in placement tes ng to indicate the speciﬁc
phonic based spelling instruc on they require. As this is a diﬀerent test and program, it
will group students diﬀerently to how they have been grouped in the past.
Sight Words
PLD’s evidence-based structured synthe c phonics (SSP) program integrates the teaching
of high frequency words (HFW’s) within the phonic sequence. Following an extensive
literature review recently, PLD upgraded their approach to teaching high-frequency
words (HFW) by amalgama ng it with their phonic progression. This approach allows
children to learn more high-frequency words with less eﬀort by teaching the right words
at the right me and in the right way.
As parents, you will begin to see a change in sight words and home readers. The Early
Years teachers will send home more informa on soon about how you can support your
children at home.
Readers
Reading will shi* from a ‘whole language’ approach to decodable readers. What this
means is that students will no longer have PM levels which will be sent home. We have
purchased a wide range of decodable readers that we will now use for our reading
approach.
Decodable reading books are speciﬁcally designed for early readers. They provide
material which enables students to apply their alphabet sound skills, their early phonic
knowledge, phonemic blending and decoding skills. The decodable reading material
gradually increases in length and complexity and also gradually introduces high
frequency words.
Decodable texts and the PLD program work hand in hand, as the reading material is
connected to Structured Synthe c Phonics instruc on. This means that the reading
material facilitates a medium to apply the areas being developed within the classroom;
phonemic blending, alphabet sounds, phonic sounds, decoding, high frequency words
and ﬂuent reading.
Typically, decodable readers are a short-term support for most readers. The ul mate
goal of decodable readers is developing independent word aJack skills and ﬂuent
reading. Once students have ﬁnished their journey with decodable readers, they will
then move onto reading appropriate age level books available within the school.
We are all very excited about the increased consistency and learning this program will
bring across our school!
Marissa Redden
Leader in Literacy
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Student Learning and Wellbeing - Premiers Reading Challenge

Students who have completed the 2021 Premiers Reading Challenge pictured above with one of the 12
books they have read in their year level group are Alora Plaquet and Avril Chabrel from O’Connor and Mia
Trigg from the MacKillop House Teams.
Our 3D display in the front oﬃce hallway is slowly growing as our students complete the PRC for this year.
As PRC achievers complete the challenge for 2021 they receive points for their house teams which will go
towards winning the PRC Cup at the end of year.
Congratula ons to our 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge Achievers.

Student Learning and Wellbeing - St Francis of Assisi College Update
Strengthening Inclusion, Learning & Student Wellbeing
We are excited to oﬀer families one to one virtual sessions with Frankie
Roberts, Educa on Advisor: Learning Diversity and Equity. Frankie will tailor
discussions to meet individual family needs, such as, supports for speciﬁc
learning needs, and supports for students with disabili es. Sessions will be
set up and hosted from our oﬃce so no need to worry about computers or
technology, just come along at the pre-arranged mee ng me. Principal,
Nathan Hayes will be part of the mee ngs and assist families with the
process. Call our oﬃce on 8595 4500 to set up a session.
Our postponed parent evening on Strengthening Inclusion, with Frankie Roberts, will be rescheduled for
later this term.

Student Learning and Wellbeing - St Mary of the Cross Feast Day
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Community
• COMMUNITY OCCASIONAL CARE
Every Tuesday during school terms 8.50 to 11.30am at St Joseph’s School for children aged 2-5 years.
Please contact school 8588 6100 for more informa on and bookings.
• ST JOSEPH’S FACEBOOK PAGE
Log onto our school facebook page hJps://www.facebook.com/stjobarmera to catch up on all the
latest news and pictures.
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Community

Coming
Events…
TERM 3:
WEEK 5:
Thursday 19/8
Breakfast Club
Friday 20/8
SAPSASA
Basketball @
Loxton
WEEK 6:
All Week : Book
Week
Thursday 26/8
Breakfast Club
WEEK 7:
Thursday 2/9
School Photos
+
Breakfast Club
WEEK 8:
Thursday 9/9
Breakfast Club
and RUOK? Day
WEEK 9:
Tuesday 14/9
and Wednesday
15/9 Parent
Teacher
Interviews
Thursday 16/9
Breakfast Club
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